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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1 , 24, 47, and 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yuen et al., US 6,231 ,381 . 

3. Yuen discloses a method for controlling viewer access to media content, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

providing interactive user interfaces on a screen that enables an administrator to 
positively define media content for access by a user [authorized user can add 
programs for viewing, col. 13, 45-48 and col. 14, 20-26]; and 

enabling the user to access the media content as defined by the administrator 
col. 9, 58-60]. 

4. With respect to claims 47 and 72, Yuen discloses a memory [82, 84, Fig. 5] and 
a processor [80, Fig. 5]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-23, 25-46, 48-71 , and 73-97 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yuen as cited above in view of Herrington, US 6,922,843. 

7. Regarding claims 2 and 48, Yuen discusses blocking/enabling programs based 
on the scope of their content at col. 13, line 48, but does not go into detail regarding this 
feature. Herrington discloses a method wherein the step of providing interactive user 
interfaces includes the step of enabling the administrator to define the scope of the 
media content the user can access [administrator can define scope in terms of 
rating, channel, time, etc., e.g. Fig. 10A]. 

8. Both Herrington and Yuen are directed to parental control of broadcast content. 
Yuen is a simpler system, but each system allows administrators to block or enable 
other users to view content based on ratings, time, channel, and other parameters. It 
would be obvious to one skilled in the art to modify Yuen, which discloses control 
circuitry (e.g., Figs. 2-5) and a basic user interface, with Herrington, which expands the 
user interface and adds parental control of purchase/recording. Thus, the combination 
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overcomes the shortcomings of Yuen and provides administrators with a greater level of 
control to customize user access. 

9. Regarding claims 3, 25, 49, and 73, Herrington discloses a method wherein the 
step of providing interactive user interfaces includes the step of providing the 
administrator with a pre-configured list of selectable authorization levels that enable the 
administrator to categorize the user and the corresponding media content the user will 
have access to [administrator may select the authorization level of new users as 
"parent" or "non-parent", Fig. 4A, col. 48-58. The system also uses preconfigured 
lists of authorization levels, such as TV and Movie ratings, Fig. 5B; col. 9, 39-46]. 

10. Regarding claims 4, 27, 50, and 75, Herrington discloses a method wherein the 
step of providing the administrator with a pre-configured list of selectable authorization 
levels includes the step of providing the administrator with a screen for configuring 
personalized authorization levels [e.g., screen 174, Fig. 8A]. 

1 1 . Regarding claims 5, 26, 51 , and 74, Herrington discloses a method further 
including the step of providing a personal identification number screen to enable the 
user to access the selectable user authorization level [screen 172, Fig. 8A]. 

12. Regarding claims 6, 28, 52, and 76, while neither Herrington nor Yuen disclose 
every category recited in claim 6, the Herrington includes categories of MPAA ratings, 
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tv ratings, time of access, display channels, PPV programming services (Herrington 
screen 174, Fig. 8A], and Yuen teaches use of a V-blocking system that blocks based 
on subject matter and can apply to movies played on a VCR [Yuen, cols. 16-17, 55- 
19]. The additional categories recited in claim 6 are minor variations or extensions of 
the categories disclosed in the references, and are common sources of input to a 
viewing device. Thus it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify 
Herrington and Yuen to incorporate the categories of claim 6. 

1 3. Regarding claims 7, 29, 53, and 77, Yuen discloses a method further including 
the step of enabling the user access to the media content when no conflicts between 
the selectable categories exist [cols. 14-15, 66-13]. 

14. Regarding claims 8, 30, 54, and 78, Yuen discloses a method further including 
the step of providing a warning barker if the conflicts arise [at step 354, the system will 
alert the administrator by noting inconsistencies, Fig. 7, col. 15, 2-13]. 

15. Regarding claims 9, 31, 55, and 79, Yuen discloses a method including the step 
of permanently recording the media content that the user has access to a personal 
video recording device, when the media content is presented in real-time during an 
interval of time that was not enabled by the administrator, for later access during an 
enabled interval of time [programs, including time intervals containing blocked 
scenes, may be recorded for access at a later time, col. 8, 26-39]. 
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16. Regarding claims 10, 32, 56, and 80, Herrington discloses a method including 
the step of limiting the media content displayed on a screen display to the user to what 
the administrator has enabled the user to access [col. 4, 23-27]. 

1 7. Regarding claims 1 1 , 33, 57, and 81 , Herrington discloses a method wherein the 
step of providing interactive user interfaces includes the step of providing the 
administrator with a display of an interactive program guide from which the administrator 
can select the media content instance for enabled access [Fig. 14]. 

18. Regarding claims 12, 34, 58, and 82, Herrington discloses a method wherein the 
step of providing interactive user interfaces includes the step of providing the 
administrator with a display of a video on demand catalog guide from which the 
administrator can select the media content instance for enabled access [col. 19, 14-35]. 

19. Regarding claims 13, 35, 59, and 83, Herrington discloses a method wherein the 
step of providing interactive user interfaces includes the step of providing the 
administrator with an icon that enables the administrator to select the media content 
instance for enabled access from a displayed presentation of the media content 
instance [video is presented in screen 252 of Fig. 16, from which administrator 
may choose to enable or disable access for a selected user, col. 16, 9-22]. 
Herrington does not show an icon on the video presentation. However, Herrington does 
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describe the use of a "lock key" while the video is playing, and also shows a lock icon 
[Fig. 16, col. 16, line 15]. Given the procedure described by Herrington, it would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art to show an icon within the video presentation 
which the user could select. In both cases, the administrator uses the remote to 
activate the configuration screen; whether the user presses a remote button to select an 
icon or presses a remote button having an icon or label does not render the claim 
nonobvious over the prior art. 

20. Regarding claims 14, 36, 60, and 84, Herrington discloses a method wherein the 
step of providing interactive user interfaces includes the step of providing selectable and 
personalized user authorization levels for a plurality of users [Fig. 4A, cols. 10-11, 62- 
15] 

21 . Regarding claims 1 5, 37 61 , and 85, Herrington discloses a method further 
including the step of enabling the user to access the media content enabled in more 
than one of the authorization levels [administrator may enable user to access 
content in a single rating level or multiple rating levels, col. 3, 49-53]. 

22. Regarding claims 16, 38, 62, and 86, Yuen discloses a method further including 
the step of enabling the user to access the media content located in a personal video 
recording device [col. 17, 14-19]. 
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23. Regarding claims 17, 39, 65, and 90, Herrington discloses a method further 
including the step of causing the display of the user interfaces to time-out after a defined 
time period of administrator inactivity [col. 19, 4-6]. 

24. Regarding claims 18, 40, 66, and 91 , Herrington discloses a method including 
the step of providing a user interface display that provides the administrator with the 
ability to access content provider updates to the media content [col. 7, 49-59; col. 9, 
26-49]. 

25. Regarding claims 19, 41 , 67, and 92, Herrington discloses a method wherein the 
step of providing interactive user interfaces further includes the step of enabling the 
administrator to exclude media content from access by the user [e.g., Figs. 11,13]. 

26. Regarding claims 20, 42, 68, and 93, Herrington discloses a method further 
including the step of excluding from access by the user the media content that the 
administrator has excluded [col. 3; col. 19]. 

27. Regarding claims 21 , 22, 43, 44, 69, 70, 94, and 95, neither Herrington nor Yuen 
shows the use of a blank screen or specifically directing the user to contact the 
administrator. However, Herrington does show a screen directing the user to enter an 
authorization code [Fig. 19C] and a screen informing the user that they are not 
authorized to make an attempted, purchase [screen 356, Fig. 30C]. It would be obvious 
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to one skilled in the art to add to Herrington a blank screen and/or a message to contact 
the administrator, since Herrington's screens convey the same message: that the user 
cannot access the content and will have to contact the administrator of the system in 
order to gain access. 

28. Regarding claims 23, 45, 71 , and 96, Herrington discloses a method wherein the 
media content includes broadcast and on-demand media content [col. 19, 16-35]. 

29. Regarding claims 63 and 88, a system wherein the processor and the memory 
and the logic are located remotely from a media client device. Official notice is taken 
that a typical cable headend includes memory and processing devices, which is well- 
known in the art. It would be obvious to someone skilled in the art of video distribuition 
to utilize those components to perform the functions of the present invention in order to 
minimize the cost and complexity of the subscriber equipment in terms of processor 
speed and memory capacity. 

30. Regarding claims 64 and 89, Yuen shows a system wherein the processor and 
the memory and the logic are located at a media client device [Fig. 5]. 

31 . Regarding claim 87, Herrington discloses a method wherein the steps of 
providing and enabling occur for a plurality of media content instances [Herrington 
allows users to enable or lock a plurality of programs, e.g. screen 182, Fig. 8B]. 
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32. Claims 46 and 97 contain only limitations found in previous claims, all of which 
have been addressed above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy R. Newlin whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3015. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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